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Each year Lancaster City Council operates its Welfare Grant scheme with the aim of providing support to various voluntary organisations in the district.

The maximum welfare grant award is £500

Organisations must be based within the area covered by Lancaster City Council, and all grants must be utilised within the district.

Welfare Grants
Welfare Grants are made to voluntary organisations whose activities consist of or include:

(a) The provision of meals for older persons;
(b) Recreation (such as clubs or activities) for older persons;
(c) Arranging special events such as coach outings for older persons.

Organisations concerned with the provision of meals for those in need will be given the first priority.  After these requests have been considered, organisations making claims for other needs, particularly for disabled persons will be considered.  To qualify for a grant the organisation must be based in, and the activities take place within the Lancaster City Council area.

------------------------------------------------------------------------

Welfare grants will NOT be awarded to/for:

· Individuals

· General running costs such as utility bills, maintenance, stationery and salaries. 

· Profit making organisations

· Year on year. Organisations should seek to pursue other sources of funding.

· Organisations with access to funding from ‘parent’ or ‘umbrella’ organisations, unless these are inadequate for a particular project

· Organisations which are politically affiliated or politically active

· Projects promoting religious beliefs

· Special interest/private clubs

· Organisations who provide a service that is considered to overlap with services provided by the City Council, or whose grants have been approved from other areas of the Council

· Retrospective applications for assistance

How to apply

Application forms and guidance notes are available from:

www.lancaster.gov.uk and search for ‘welfare grants’

Democratic Services

Town Hall

Lancaster

LA1 1PJ

Tel:  (01524) 582074
Email: welfaregrants@lancaster.gov.uk 

All applications must be accompanied by a copy of the organisation’s Statement of Income and Expenditure, and a Balance Sheet.

The information you provide will be held and processed strictly in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998. This grant is jointly administered with Lancashire County Council.
The decision making process

Applications will be assessed against the criteria for awarding grants, and within the context of the available funds.  The decision making process usually takes about ten weeks from the closing date for applications.  You will be informed in writing of the outcome of your application. Payment will be made electronically and will be made on production of receipts or paid invoices.  Payments will be made to the organisation’s bank account and cannot be paid to an individual.

Deadline for applications:  Friday 2nd December 2011
Lancaster City Council

The Council’s ambition is that “by promoting city, coast and countryside, we will secure a safe and prosperous community that’s proud of its natural and cultural assets and provides lasting opportunities for all.”
The Council has set four corporate priorities to guide its work and investment.  The following have been identified as the Council’s Corporate Priorities:

1. ECONOMIC REGENERATION 

· Energy Coast

· Visitor Economy

· Housing Regeneration

2. CLIMATE CHANGE

     -
Reducing the Council’s energy costs and increasing income

3. STATUTORY SERVICES

-
Meet the council’s statutory requirements for service delivery, with a focus on keeping the streets clean and safe.

4. PARTNERSHIP WORKING AND COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP

     -
Work with partners to reduce costs, make efficiency savings, and create resilience within the district

Organisations are encouraged to demonstrate how they contribute to the Council’s objectives, and further information can be found in the Corporate Plan, which is available on the Council’s website www.lancaster.gov.uk
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