
Assessment Report - Area of Separation 

1. Background 

1.1 The following report has been produced to support the final designation of 

the boundaries encompassing the Area of Separation, and the deliberation 

included in the selection of the boundaries.  Photographs of the area as a 

whole are included in Appendix 1. 

1.2 The villages of Caton and Brookhouse are separated by Artle Beck and an 

adjacent swathe of grazed farmland, which provides an attractive rural 

setting to the two villages, characteristic of the wider Forest of Bowland 

AONB.  

1.3 This ‘Area of Separation’ reflects the historic character of the settlements 

and creates a visual separation which is considered essential to maintaining 

the distinct identities of the two villages.  

1.4 There is a strong visual link between Brookhouse Road and Hornby Road 

with far-reaching views stretching both across the valley towards Aughton 

Woods and up to the rising land towards Littledale.  The area of separation is 

also distinct in views from elsewhere in the parish.    

1.5 The area consists of small irregular fields bounded by mature hedgerows 

and trees with Artle Beck to the west, forming an important green habitat 

corridor between the settlements and a direct link to surrounding open 

countryside. This area contributes strongly to creating a pastoral feel highly 

characteristic of the rural nature of the settlements. The field pattern is 

recognised to be ancient enclosure. 

1.6 The assessment included identifying and including the areas that perform 

the function of separating the two villages and are still considered to be 

“within” the settlement area, and excluding the areas that start to form part of 

the wider countryside.   

1.7 This assessment was carried out by the Caton-with-Littledale 

Neighbourhood Development Plan Steering Group during July to September 

2018. 

1.8 This report is separated into the following sections: 

• Initial area identified 

• Area of Separation North (between A683 and Brookhouse Road 

• Area of Separation South (south of Brookhouse Road) 

• Conclusion  
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2. Initial Area identified 

 

2.1 The area of Separation was originally included in early drafts of the Caton 

with Littledale NDP as a Local Green Space.  However, it was agreed 

amongst the Steering Group that the area had a different function to that of a 

Local Green Space, in that it had a key role in maintaining the open rural 

aspect between the boundaries of the villages of Caton and Brookhouse. 

2.2 A number of options for boundaries of the Area of Separation were 

investigated and the image below identifies the whole of the area included in 

the assessment. 

Figure 1: Total area assessed  

 



2.3 One of the first assessments carried out was to identify the lines of views 

and sightlines from Brookhouse Road through the area which demonstrate 

the function of separation.  These are included in Figure 2 below. 

Figure 2: Lines of View/Sightlines 

 

 

2.4 The site was walked by two of the Steering Group members and viewed 

from many different points.  The remaining members of the Steering Group, 

as residents of the village, were also aware of the different fields and areas. 

  



3. Area of Separation North (between A683 and Brookhouse 

Road 

 

3.1 The Area of Separation north of Brookhouse Road that was assessed is 

shown in the aerial image below. 

Figure 4: Area of Separation North that was assessed 

 

3.2 Photographs labelled and identifying the different sections identified are in 

included at Appendix 2. 

3.3 The initial area assessed was Field 1.  It was considered that the whole of 

this area was within the settlement and was critical to the function of 

separating the two villages. (See specifically photos C15 and C16). 

3.4 A further discussion took place in relation to the Crescent, a section of 

wooded hillside to the east of field 1 boundary.  In viewing the photographs 

and visiting the site, it was agreed that this area also formed part of the 

visual separation of the two villages. (See photos C15 and C16 also). 

3.5 As Field 1 becomes very narrow at its northerly point, and in itself would not 

provide a visual separation between the villages, further deliberation took 

place as to whether further land adjacent to the A683 should be included. 

(See specifically photos C2, C3, C4, C5 and C11) 

3.6 Various different users were assessed in terms of views of the Area of 

Separation.  With regard to drivers travelling along the A683 at 30mph, Field 



1 alone would be insufficient to create that visual separation between the 

villages, however for pedestrians and cyclist it would be noticeable.   

3.7 Pedestrians and cyclists in and around the village tend to use the Millennium 

Path which runs parallel to the A683 to the north.  For these users, the vision 

of the area includes the section identified on the above image as 3b.  

Discussion look place around this section of the area and the overall 

decision was that this area was not critical to the separation of the two 

villages. 

3.8 The development accessed from the A683 to the north of the area of 

separation (Hornby Road) physically protrudes from the natural boundary 

envelope of the villages and the whole of Field 3, and discussion was held 

as to whether the whole of this field should be included in the Area of 

Separation. (See Photos C3, C4, C5, C6.C7, C8, C11 and C12). 

3.9 In addition to the above discussion, further assessment was carried out in 

relation to the raised level of land known as the escarpment. (See photos 

C5, C6, C7, C8, C9, C11, C12, C14 and C18). 

3.10 After much deliberation and revisiting the area, it was agreed that only the 

element of Field 3, identified as 3C should be included as being critical to the 

function of separating the two villages.  The remaining land formed part of 

the wider countryside. 

 

  



4. Area of Separation South (south of Brookhouse Road) 

 

4.1 The Area of Separation south of Brookhouse Road that was assessed is 

shown in the aerial image below.  Photographs are included at Appendix 3. 

Figure 5: Area of Separation South that was assessed 

 

4.2 Field 1 was the first to be assessed and it was considered that this area 

between Hawthorne Close and the Artle Beck was critical to the separation 

of the villages. 

4.3 Discussion and deliberation took place in relation to whether the boundary 

included all of the land as far east as the Artle Beck or whether the boundary 

ended at the access road to Hunters Beck and Bridge End. It was agreed 

that the Artle Beck formed a natural boundary. (See photos B1, B2, B4, B6 

and B7). 

4.4 Should any development of the existing buildings within this section of the 

site come forward, it would be unlikely to impact on the function of the are of 

separation, however, should any new buildings come forward, they would be 

assessed through the planning application as to their impact on the function 

of the area of separation.  

4.5 Discission took place in relation to Field 2, and it was also agreed that this 

area performed the visual and physical function of separating the villages.  In 

terms of the extent of the boundaries, discussion took place as to whether it 

should include all of the land eastwards to the Artle Beck.  It was agreed that 



the boundary should follow the brook running south from the Artle Beck and 

the southern boundary should follow the natural field boundary. (see photos 

B1, B3 and B5) 

4.6 Field 2 would become even more important in maintaining the physical 

separation of the village should the land directly to the south of Hawthorne 

Close, be approved for development 

4.7 Further discussion took place in relation to the inclusion of areas 3 and 4.  

However, it was considered that these areas formed part of the wider 

countryside rather than separating the two village within the settlement  

  



5. Conclusion 

 

5.1 Following visiting the site several times, and much discussion and 

deliberation it was agreed that the boundaries for the Area of Separation 

would be as follows. 

Northern Boundary. 

The field adjoining the A683 is essential to visual amenity and the separation 

between the settlements especially when travelling from the East. The A643 

therefore forms the Northern boundary. 

Western Boundary. 

The western Boundary follows the path of the Artle Beck from the A683 to 

most southern and westerly piece of woodland labelled Bridge End on the 

Map. 

Southern Boundary. 

Extends from the Point of the woodland where the track moves from an East 

to West direction to a Southerly one. The line following the natural field 

boundaries and hedge lines carries on in westerly direction until it meets the 

field boundary of what is currently submitted as a planning application. 

We believe that extending the boundary to include the edge of this site is of 

great importance. Should this be approved, the area to the east of the site 

therefore assumes greater importance in acting as a buffer between 

Brookhouse and Caton. 

Eastern Boundary. 

The eastern boundary follows the natural field boundaries and hedge lines 

from the A683 turning in a westerly direction before moving southwards at 

Lane House Farm to follow the contours of the residential properties on both 

sides of Brookhouse Road and then forming the western boundary of Site 39 

with the importance already highlighted in the previous paragraph. 

5.2 It should be noted that that this area of separation is highly visible from 

viewing points along the Lune Valley and from Halton Park on the other side 

of the River Lune. 

5.3 It is also the site of the main water pipe from the Thirlemere Reservoir 

supplying water to the Southern areas of Brookhouse and parts of Caton. 

  



Appendix 1 – Photos of the Area of Separation as a whole 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

  



Appendix 2 – Photos of Area of Separation North 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 

  



Appendix 3 – Photos of Area of Separation South 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 


