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LANCASTER DISTRICT LOCAL PLAN EXAMINATION
ACTIONS FROM DAY 5

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO LOCAL PLAN POLICIES

POLICY SG5 —CANAL CORRIDOR NORTH, CENTRAL LANCASTER
POLICY DOS2 — MOOR LANE MILLS, CENTRAL LANCASTER
POLICY DOS3 — LUNESIDE EAST, LANCASTER
POLICY EC3 — JUNCTION 33 AGRI-BUSINESS CENTRE, GALGATE

POLICY DVi19 — RETAIL DEVELOPMENT OUTSIDE DEFINED CENTRES
POLICY DM49S — DEVELOPMENT IN THE GREEN BELT

Please note that modifications to Policies DM10, DM16, DM52 as discussed on Day 5 are stilf to be
finalised and will be provided to the Inspector in due course.
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PROPOSED JUSTIFICATION TEXT FOR POLICY 5G5:

Canal Quarter, Central Lancaster

The Council will continue to support proposals for the regeneration of the land at Canal Quarter in
Centrol Lancaster, encouraging the expansion of the City’s retail, leisure and cultural offer to both
local residents and visitors. Improvements in the Canal Quarter will provide the opportunity to
enhance Lancaster’s role as o sub-regional centre in accordance with Policy TCI of this DED. This
growth is considered essential to enable the district to retain and attract the workforce, students and
visitors it needs to sustain economic growth’.

The principles of redevelopment and regeneration af the Canal Corridor North site have been widely
accepted via previous planning decisions. Importantly, during the 2009 Public Inquiry into
regeneration of the Canal Corridor the Secretary of State acknowledged that there was no available
and sequentially preferable site {or combination of sites) which could accommodate town centre
growth of the scale proposed, even if disaggregated {paragraph 16 of the Secretory of State’s
decision). Whilst the composition of any future scheme may be different {in terms of the uses
proposed and the way that it is phosed) the scale of the regeneration project will remain the same
and therefore the Council is comfortable that the Canal Quarter site, as identified under Policy SG5 of
this DPD, is still the sequentially preferable location to deliver opportunities for comprehensive
regeneration and improvements to the city centre.

The Local Plan will seek to support a flexible range of uses on the Canal Quarter site where they boost
the existing rofe and function on the city centre, Suitable uses will include a mix of both comparison
and convenience retailing which seeks to complement the existing offer, cultural uses which
complement and improve the existing facilities at the Dukes and Grand Theatres and commercial
leisure uses, in particular placing o greater emphuasis on growing the food and drink offer within the
City Centre as well as residential development,

The Cangal Quarter is expected to be g place where people can live, work and enjoy their spare time,

Lhttp://www.lancashirelep.co.uk/lep-priorities/growth-deal/growth-deal-implementation-plan.aspx




therefore redevelopment of this site for employment / business purposes, particularly where they
support the emerging economic growth sectors defined in the Councils Economic Strateqy will be
supported. In particular the Council will support the creation of business spaces for digital and
creative industries, professional services and other knowledge based sectors.

The redevefopment of the Canal Quarter area will result in the regeneration of a significant area of
land to the east of the City Centre which will, in due course, expand the boundaries of Lancaster City
Centre. The Council is clear that proposals for the Canal Quarter should seek to complement existing
offers provided in the wider centre and should not seek to compete with, or detract from, existing
businesses, retailers or cultural / leisure offers within the city centre.

Development in the Canal Quarter should come forward in line with a Development Framework for
the site, which will be prepared as a Supplementary Planning Document {SPD] to support the policy
direction provided in SG5 of this DPD. it is the intention of this Development Framework to ensure
that the regeneration of the Canal Quarter can be implemented in a phased approach which provides
flexibility and adaptability in how development can evolve in this area.

Any proposais must ensure posifive integration with the existing city centre in order to attract users
of the city centre to the Canal Quarter and vice versa. The Council would therefore expect proposals
to incorporate good linkages for pedestrians, in particular an appropriate crossing of the Lancoster
city centre gyratory. Proposals should contribute toward improving the pedestrian environment
within Lancaster City Centre, supporting the direction of the Lancaster District Highways and
Transport Masterplan in promoting strong linkages around the city centre and into the city centre
from surrounding residential aregs.

As described in Policy 5G4, Lancaster City Centre is evolving into a hub for public trgnsport, with the
delivery of o new hus rapid transit system which will connect Bailrigg Garden Village, Central
Morecambe and Heysham and the growth areas in East Lancaster and North Lancaster with the City
Centre. The regeneration of the Canaf Quarter must ensure that connectivity to and from these public
transport nodes js achieved in such a way which promotes its use and increases pedestrian footfall in
and around the City Centre.

The City Centre is home to an ever increasing number of student from Lancaster University and the
University of Cumbria who have an important role in maintgining a healthy and vibrant City Centre.
The regeneration of the Canal Quarter provides the opportunity to provide a greater presence for
Lancaster University and improve the links between the areas of higher education and the City as o
whole. The Council will seek o support a greater university presence in the city centre through the
creation of new cultural, education and leisure facilities which will improve the overall city centre

0“8!’.

The Council will continue to facilitate the provision of student accommodation in the district,
recognising the most preferable locations for such uses gre either on campus itself or within the city
centre. However, specific consideration and justification will need to be given around the
appropriateness of siting a significant volume of student accommodation within the Canaf Quarter in
light of the significant permissions which have been given across the city centre in recent years. The
Councif will seek to balance the demand and opportunities for student accommodation development
within the Canal Quarter Scheme with the need to promote sustainable and exciting mix of uses,
encourage vear round agctivity, and deliver g comprehensive and balanced place-making agenda.

The Canal Qugarter site involves the reqeneration of an area which, in places, hags significant historic
value. The site includes a number of historic focal buildings which, where it is appropriate and




possible to do so, should be retained. The Council has undertaken a heritage assessment of the

historic assets found within the Canal Quarter areq, the findings and recommendations of this

assessment work should underpin future proposals.

Developers and agents for this site will be expected to work with both the City Council and Historic

England to consider the most important aspects of the historic environment to be retained as part of

their planning application and should have due reqard to the relevant policies of the Development

Management DPD.

The regeneration of the Canal Quarter presents a significant opportunity for o step-change in

improving the function and role of Lancaster City Centre. However, it is important that the

regeneration of this area seeks to benefit the City Centre gs g whole, in particular ensuring that the

existing businesses and retailers also see benefits and improvements grising from the scheme.

in order to achieve this, and to clearly define how such benefits will be delivered, the Council will seek

to promote improvements through the preparation of a Town Centre Strateqy which will be prepared

in collaboration with key City Centre stakeholders. The strateqy will set out g positive and proactive

approdach towards regeneration, improvement and renewal, building on the successes of recent

projects such as ‘Square Routes’ and ‘Bevond the Castle” to ensure that the benefits which arise from

the regeneration of the Canal Quarter, particularly in terms of investment and footfall, are shared

through the whole City Centre.

PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO POLICY EC2
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Please note that the Council would be happy to see the removal of the proposed wording at Criterion
VIiI (in relation to the Ethylene Pipeline) subject to the submission of evidence from the L & K Group
that this matter has been satisfactorily resolved through a separate legal agreement with the

pipeline operator.




PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO POLICY DOS2
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PROPOSED MODIFICATION TO POLICY DOS3
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PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO POLICY DM19

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO JUSTIFICATION TEXT FOR POLICY DM19

Retall Development outside Defined Centres
It is recognised that not all retail development takes places within defined centres and therefore the

Council will support small-scale retail development that demonstrates a local benefit and its
proposed use serves the Jocal community.

PROPOSED MODIFICATIONS TO POLICY DM49
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